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From the Chair, by James S. Dyer: 

I would like to take this opportunity to comment on two topics: the Decision Analysis 
Publication Award, and Decision Analysis Software.  

In our previous newsletter, we announced a change in policy regarding nominations for 
the Decision Analysis Publication Award for the best paper in decision analysis that 
appeared in the open literature in 1991. That change was to allow authors to nominate 
their own papers. I am pleased to inform you that this change has been a positive one, in 
my opinion, since I have received a number of nominations that appear to be of excellent 
quality. Authors are naturally more aware of their own publications from the year 1991, 
and appear simply more likely to recall those publications that they consider to be 
noteworthy. As a result, I believe that we will have a much more representative group of 
nominations for the Decision Analysis Publication Award to be awarded at the Fall 
TIMS/ORSA meeting in Phoenix.  

Let me encourage you once again to consider your own publications during 1991, and to 
nominate your favorite for this award. You should also feel free to consider papers 
published in 1991 that you often cite in your research, or that appear in your 
bibliographies for your classes. Nominations of papers other than your own are still 
welcome.  

The second issue that I would like to address is the use of decision analysis software in 
teaching. During the Fall semester I taught an introductory management science class to 
our executive MBA program, and introduced the DPL software developed by ADA. 
Students were required to solve cases and individual projects using decision analysis, and 



most of them worked with DPL. Feedback from students was generally positive, and I 
have used this software in my classes again this Spring with considerable success.  

I am also aware that student versions of several other decision analysis software packages 
are available for use in class and demonstration versions of some other software may be 
suitable for use by students.  

For example, Supertree has been available for several years, and student versions or 
demonstration versions of Expert Choice and HIPRE 3+ are available to demonstrate the 
basic concepts of decision making with multiple criteria.  

I am curious about the use of software packages such as the ones mentioned above in 
teaching programs at other universities. If software packages are widely being used, then 
it may be reasonable to consider ways that the SIG can disseminate information regarding 
successful experiences through sponsored sessions at the national meetings and/or 
through a special column in our newsletter. Any comments or suggestions you might 
have on this topic would be welcome.  

I look forward to seeing you in Chicago.  

 

Announcements:  

Hollis J. Call became a Principal of Applied Decision Analysis, Inc. [2710 Sand Hill Rd., 
Menlo Park, CA 94025] as of the beginning of the year. Congratulations, Hollis!  

Publication Award (reminder): Nominations, including self nominations, of publications 
appearing in 1991, for the 1993 award may be made up to April 15, 1993, to Jim Dyer. 
See the December Newsletter for details.  

 

BIO SKETCHES OF COUNCIL NOMINEES  

Charles M. Harvey's research interests are in prescriptive decision analysis models for 
public policy evaluation. He had been a consultant for DOT and DOE, and he has 
developed models for various types of preferences such as single attribute risk attitudes, 
multiattribute tradeoffs and risk attitudes, concerns for equity in consequences and risks, 
and multiperiod tradeoffs and risk attitudes. He has published in Management Science, 
Operations Research, and Interfaces and is a Professor in the Department of Decision 
and Information Sciences at the University of Houston.  

Miley W. (Lee) Merkhofer - a principal at Applied Decision Analysis (ADA), Inc., has 
been a member of ORSA for roughly 20 years and a member of the Decision Analysis 
SIG since it was founded. He has previously served as the SIG treasurer. Specializing in 



applications of decision analysis to health and environmental problems, Lee was awarded 
the SIG Decision Analysis Applications Award in 1988. Prior to joining ADA, Lee was 
Manager of Decision Analysis Research Programs at SRI International.  

David A. Schkade - is Associate Professor of Management at the University of Texas, 
Austin, where he is currently Director of Management Ph.D. programs, and was 
previously Director of Academic Affairs for Information Systems Management. He was 
also previously Visiting Assistant Professor of Behavioral Science at the University of 
Chicago. He received a B.A. in Mathematics and an M.B.A. in Decision Sciences from 
the University of Texas, followed by an M.S. in Organizational Behavior and a Ph.D. in 
Industrial Administration from Carnegie Mellon University. His research interests 
include preference assessment, intuitive forecasting, decision timing, cognitive factors in 
the design of information systems, and computer-based experimental methods. His work 
has been supported by grants from the National Science Foundation, IBM Corporation, 
and Exxon Company, U.S.A., and has appeared in Management Science, Organizational 
Behavior and Human Decision Processes, Sloan Management Review, Journal of 
Environmental Economics and Management, Journal of Information Systems, and several 
edited volumes. He is a member of ORSA, TIMS, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the Judgment and Decision Making Society, and the American 
Psychological Society.  

James E. Smith - is an Assistant Professor of Decision Sciences at the Fuqua School of 
Business at Duke University. Prior to coming to Duke, he received his Ph.D. in 
Engineering-Economic Systems at Stanford in 1990 and worked as a consultant for 
Strategic Decisions Group. He has done research on influence diagrams and approximate 
techniques for decision analysis and is currently exploring relationships between decision 
analysis and finance methods for valuing risky projects. He is chairing the Decision 
Analysis Special Interest Group's student paper competition this year.  
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